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Language (ESL) – Former 
Chancellor of University of 
Hawaii – Manoa. Kūlia 
Academy Board President 

Financial Management, General 
Operations and Oversight: Dr. Robert 
Bley-Vroman, our board president and 
a former Chancellor of University of 
Hawaii at Manoa (UH), has served at 
the UH for a long time and served as 
Chair of the Department of Second 
Language Studies and Director of the 
Second Language Teaching and 
Curriculum Center. He was also the 
first Director of the National Foreign 
Language Resource Center. His 
research is concentrated in second 
language acquisition theory. Dr. 
Vroman brings along his expertise as 
an educational administrator and an 
expert in second language acquisition 
and training. 

Dr. Robert Littman University of Hawaii-Manoa, 
Professor of Archaeology, 
Kūlia Academy Board Vice 
President 

Nonprofit Management, Financial 
Management, Facilities and Oversight: 
Dr. Robert Littman, our board vice 
president, a respected community 
member, an award-winning scholar 
and an accomplished businessman, has 
a long-time real estate brokerage and 
management experience and runs his 
own real estate company. He has 
extensive experience in zoning, 
renovations and facility management 
experience and has been serving as a 
treasurer on multiple non-profits and 
he has expertise on nonprofit 
bookkeeping, segregation of duties, 
and multiple check signers. 

Benjamin Cabreros Retired bank branch 
manager, mortgage broker, 
former state representative. 
Kūlia Academy Board 
Member 

Nonprofit Management, Financial 
Management, Human Resources, 
Fundraising and Involvement of 
Filipino Community: Mr. Benjamin 
Cabreros works as a Senior Program 
Specialist and as a community services 
program coordinator for State Capital 
Improvement Projects and State 
Community Liaison at the State Office 
of Community Services/Department of 
Labor and Industrial Relations. Prior to 
that, he worked as a branch manager at 
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different banks and as a principal 
broker at different mortgage 
companies. He was a former member 
of the Hawaii State House of 
Representatives, representing House 
District 30 (Kalihi Kai, Sand Island, 
Hickam, Pearl Harbor, Ford Island, 
and Halawa Valley Estate). Mr. 
Benjamin serves/served as either board 
president or treasurer at multiple 
nonprofit organizations. 

Karen Leinani 
Awana 

former state representative. 
Kūlia Academy Board 
Member. 

Nonprofit Management, Human 
Resources, Fundraising and 
Involvement of Native Hawaiian 
Community: Ms. Karen Leinani 
Awana, our board member and a 
former Hawaii legislator, is a well-
respected member of the Native 
Hawaiian community and has been 
very active in her local and wider 
community. She partially grew up in 
Kalihi having her father’s home 
located on Puuhale Street, the same as 
our proposed school location. She is 
well-connected with the local Native 
Hawaiian community. Throughout her 
service as a state legislator, her focus 
has been toward improving education, 
streamlining transportation, addressing 
housing solutions, combating illegal 
drug use, and supporting economic 
revitalization. She brings along her 
expertise from her 6 years at 
Kamehameha Schools. She also has 
nonprofit governance experience at 
several organizations. 

Andy Gokce Special Education Math 
Teacher and Care 
Coordinator, Department of 
Education, Kalani High 
School. Kūlia Academy 
Board Secretary/Treasurer 

Academic Management, Nonprofit 
Management, Human Resources, 
Financial Management, Professional 
Development, General Operations, 
Fundraising and Oversight: Andy 
Gokce has a long history and 
experience working at charter schools 
as a teacher, administrator and 
executive team member. He has 6 
years of experience as a teacher 
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teaching Middle and High School 
Math, Middle School Physical 
Science, 6th Grade Science, High 
School Physics, and Computer 
Science. One of his students, Stan 
Vishnevsky, went on to start one of the 
biggest tech companies in Silicon 
Valley, Discord. Another one, 
Zarathustra E. Brady (Zeb), received 
the first gold medal from a charter 
school at The International 
Mathematical Olympiad. Zeb is 
currently a postdoctoral research 
fellow at MIT. Most recently, Andy 
has taught Algebra-1, Algebra-2, 
Geometry, and PreCalculus at Kalani 
High School. He holds a Hawaii 
Provisional Teaching License in 
Physics. He is currently a Special 
Education Math Teacher and a Care 
Coordinator at Kalani High School, 
scheduling and conducting IEP 
meetings, re-evaluation meetings and 
processes, progress reports, 
coordinating special education services 
with vice principals, guidance 
counselors, behavior and health 
specialists, general and special 
education teachers and educational 
assistants. He received Chapter 60 
training from HIDOE. He served as a 
vice principal designing curricula at 
Magnolia Science Academy including 
technology integrated education. He 
was the key person in starting more 
than 10 Charter schools before. He 
served as the Chief of Staff at 
Magnolia Public Schools supervising 
all home office departments serving 
and managing 10 schools with 
Academics, Finance, HR, Operations 
and Compliance. He was the leading 
person preparing fiscal and financial 
policies and budgets for board 
approval and worked with experts at 
FCMAT. The policies he developed 
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The school director has not been finalized yet. 
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DR. ROBERT J. LITTMAN 
 

Dr. Robert Littman, our board vice president, a respected community member, an award-
winning scholar and an accomplished businessman, has a long-time real estate brokerage and 
management experience and runs his own real estate company. He has extensive experience in 
zoning, renovations and facility management experience and has been serving as a treasurer on 
multiple non-profits and he has expertise on nonprofit bookkeeping, segregation of duties, and 
multiple check signers.  
 
Robert J. Littman is a Professor of Classics in the Department of European Languages, University 
of Hawaii at Manoa, where he celebrated his 50th year in September 2021. Professor Littman 
received his PhD Classical Philology from Columbia University. His areas of specialization are 
Greek History, Egyptology, Ancient Medicine, Septuagint Studies, and Biblical Studies. He has 
done fieldwork in Israel and Egypt.  
 
He was selected as the 2018 recipient of the Archaeological Institute of America Martha and 
Artemis Joukowsky Distinguished Service Award; he was part of a team who recreated 
Cleopatra’s ancient perfume, which was showcased in a National Geographic exhibit; he was 
involved in producing the digital edition of the Codex Sinaiticus, the oldest New Testament and 
Greek version of the Old Testament dating from the 4th century A.D.; and he co-published the 
illustrated children’s history book, The Story of Ancient Timai. His most current book is Concise 
History of the Jewish People’ (with Naomi Pasachoff) 2005 and‚ The Tale of Sinuhe, Text and 
Commentary’ is forthcoming. Professor Littman is the Founder and President AIA-Hawaii 
Society. 
 
Dr. Littman continues to direct the UH Tell Timai Project, the excavation of the ancient city of 
Thmouis in Timai El Amdid, Egypt in the Nile Delta that started in 2007. 
 
 
Areas that match required board qualifications: Nonprofit Management, Financial 
Management, Facilities and Oversight 
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BENJAMIN CABREROS 

 

Mr. Benjamin Cabreros is a retired bank branch manager, mortgage broker and state 
representative. 
 
Mr. Benjamin Cabreros worked as a Senior Program Specialist and as a community services 
program coordinator for State Capital Improvement Projects and State Community Liaison at 
the State Office of Community Services/Department of Labor and Industrial Relations. Prior to 
that, he worked as a branch manager at different banks and as a principal broker at different 
mortgage companies including Territorial Savings Bank, CNS Mortgages International 
Corporation, Athome Consulting Group,Mortgages of America Corporation, Bank of America, 
HonFed Bank, International Savings and Loan -Kalihi.  
 
He was a former member of the Hawaii State House of Representatives, representing House 
District 30 (Kalihi Kai, Sand Island, Hickam, Pearl Harbor, Ford Island, and Halawa Valley Estate) 
and a community liaison for Councilman Romy M. Cachola. Mr. Benjamin serves/served as 
either board president or treasurer at the following nonprofits: Filipino Catholic Club - St, 
Anthony Church, St. Anthony School, Kalihi - Parent-Teacher Guild, Oahu Filipino Community 
Council, Ilocos Surian Association of Hawaii, Aiea Lions Club International, Narvacan Association 
of Hawaii, Fil-American Student Association - UH Manoa, Filipino Chamber of Commerce - 
Hawaii, Liliha-Palama Business Association, Oahu Filipino Community Council, United Filipino 
Council of Hawaii, Knights of Columbus, Council #6906.  
 
Areas that match required board qualifications: Nonprofit Management, Financial 
Management, Human Resources, Fundraising and Involvement of Filipino Community 
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ANDY OMER GOKCE 
 

Andy Gokce has a long history and experience working at charter schools as a teacher, administrator and 
executive team member.  
 
He has 6 years of experience as a teacher teaching Middle and High School Math, Middle School Physical 
Science, 6th Grade Science, High School Physics, and Computer Science.  
 
He attended a 2-week-long training by CRDG group of UH-Manoa in Pittsburgh, PA in 2004 for FAST and 
implemented it at a school with 92% FRL students in Reseda, CA which once had the highest crime rate 
in the nation. Among others, he also had Filipino students at this school. His students were inspired by 
this great program. One of his students, Stan Vishnevsky, went on to start one of the biggest tech 
companies in Silicon Valley, Discord. Another one, Zarathustra E. Brady (Zeb), received the first gold 
medal from a charter school at The International Mathematical Olympiad. Zeb is currently a 
postdoctoral research fellow at MIT. Most recently, Andy has taught Algebra-1, Algebra-2, Geometry, 
and PreCalculus at Kalani High School. He holds a Hawaii Provisional Teaching License in Physics.  
 
He is currently a Special Education Math Teacher and a Care Coordinator at Kalani High School, 
scheduling and conducting IEP meetings, re-evaluation meetings and processes, progress reports, 
coordinating special education services with vice principals, guidance counselors, behavior and health 
specialists, general and special education teachers and educational assistants. He received Chapter 60 
training from HIDOE.  
 
He served as a vice principal devising curricula at Magnolia Science Academy including technology 
integrated education. He was the key person in starting more than 10 Charter schools before. He served 
as the Chief of Staff at Magnolia Public Schools supervising all home office departments serving and 
managing 10 schools with Academics, Finance, HR, Operations and Compliance. He was the leading 
person preparing fiscal and financial policies and budgets for board approval and worked with experts at 
FCMAT. The policies he developed included segregation of duties, approval limits, procurement 
procedures, record keeping procedures and timelines, creating paper trails, human resources record 
keeping.  
 
He hired more than 20 teachers and assistant principals and fired more than 5 employees in his years as 
a school administrator. He conducted over 100 teacher and school administrator evaluations. He 
attended a 3-day training by the Federal Department of Education on Title III regulations and reporting 
in 2015. He supervised the textbook adoption for Magnolia Publics Schools, a $1.3m project. He was also 
the leading administrator in applying and receiving more than $6m in grants from California Department 
of Education and Walton Family Foundation for Magnolia Public Schools and $1.2m for Kūlia Academy.  
 
Mr. Gokce is also planning to be a parent at Kūlia Academy in its 4th year of operations by enrolling his 
son in the school.  
 
 
Areas that match required board qualifications: Nonprofit Management, Financial Management, 
Human Resources, Fundraising and Involvement of Filipino Community 
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KAREN LEINANI AWANA 

 

Ms. Karen Leinani Awana, our board member and a former Hawaii legislator, is a well-respected 
member of the Native Hawaiian community and has been very active in her local and wider 
community. She partially grew up in Kalihi having her father’s home located on Puuhale Street, 
the same as our proposed school location. She is well- connected with the local Native 
Hawaiian community.  
 
Ms. Awana certifies contracts and monitors the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) 
Program at the Hawaii Department of Transportation. The DBE program was established to 
ensure that firms owned by minorities, women and other socially and economically 
disadvantaged persons have an equal opportunity to participate in U.S. DOT-assisted projects. 
Ms. Awana provides outreach to existing firms and seeks opportunities to create increased 
capacity with the department's DBE Program.  
 
She was a former sate representative serving the 44th district. Throughout her service as a 
state legislator, her focus has been toward improving education, streamlining transportation, 
addressing housing solutions, combating illegal drug use, and supporting economic 
revitalization. Ms. Awana spearheaded the establishment of Nanakuli Public Library, leading the 
community organization and fundraising.  
 
She also brings along her expertise from her 6 years at Kamehameha Schools, a well-known and 
century-old non-profit private school chain for Native Hawaiian population on the islands.  
 
She has nonprofit governance experience at several organizations. She serves/has served as 
Board Chair at ‘Imi Ola Autism Services, as Former Treasurer at Ko Olina Training Fund, as 
Former Vice- Chair and Treasurer at the National Conference of State Legislators Native 
American Caucus, as Vice-President/Secretary at the Lions Club International local branch. 
 
 

Areas that match required board qualifications: Nonprofit Management, Human Resources, 
Fundraising and Involvement of Native Hawaiian Community 
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ADAM MURAT ARABACI 
 
 

Please note that Adam Murat Arabaci is no longer a board member at Kūlia Academy 
 
 

 




