
2023 Pre-K-Only
Application Orientation

State Public Charter School Commission
ʻAha Kula Hoʻāmana



Introductions:

In the chat box:
Please provide your name and the name 

of your program



CONTACTING THE COMMISSION

Direct all questions to:

applications@spcsc.hawaii.gov



SHAREFILE ACCOUNT REQUEST

Email applications@spcsc.hawaii.gov requesting a sharefile account and the name of your 
proposed school

mailto:applications@spcsc.hawaii.gov


APPLICATION DEADLINE

September 15, 2023
12:00 Noon, Hawaii Standard Time

Submitted in Share File



APPLICATION PROCESS

Application
Submission

Applications 
submitted by the 
due date that are 
deemed complete 
by the Applications 
Committee will be 
forwarded for 
review

Application 
Review

● Evaluation Team 
Recommendation

● Evaluation Team 
Interview

● Commission 
Review

Commission 
Decision

● Commissioners 
will conditionally 
approve or deny 
applications

● Conditionally 
approved 
applications will 
move to Phase II

● Applications that 
are denied must 
submit another 
application in 
another 
application cycle

Final 
Approval

● Applicants that 
satisfactorily 
complete 
pre-opening 
assurances will be 
given final approval 
to open their 
charter school

● Applicants that do 
not satisfactorily 
complete 
pre-opening 
assurances must 
re-apply

Start-up

● Accelerated 
start-up period

● Applicants must 
satisfactorily 
complete 
pre-opening 
assurances

Phase I: APPLICATION Phase II: START-UP

Opening of 
a new 
charter 
school

● TARGET: SY 
2024-2025

● August 2024 
-January 2025



COMMISSION EVALUATION PROCESS

1
Evaluation Team 
Recommendation Report

● Application Questions
● Evaluation Interview 2 Commission Review & Decision

● Application Questions
● Evaluation Interview 

Questions
● Evaluation Team 

Recommendation Report
● Public Hearing Testimony
● DOE Comments



CHARTER SCHOOL START-UP PROCESS

If the applicant does not meet the pre-opening assurances by December 2024, the 
applicant must apply again for a charter.



READ, REVIEW, AND UNDERSTAND THE 
APPLICATION IN ITS ENTIRETY

Direct all questions to:

applications@spcsc.hawaii.gov



TIMELINE - PHASE I



TIMELINE - PHASE II



PROVEN TRACK RECORD OF OPERATING A 
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
Provide evidence that the associated non-profit entity has been operating a 

Department of Human Services (DHS) Group Child Care licensed preschool program 

for at least the past five years by providing the following:

● Copies of DHS license(s) for the past five years; 

● If the associated non-profit does not have a DHS license, then provide a 

detailed reason; 

● If the proposed school is planning to provide before- and/or after-care with or 

without an associated non-profit, describe in detail, the timeline to secure the 

DHS Group Child Care licensing; and 

● Evidence that the associated non-profit entity has a strong business model with 

a proven track record that results in positive student outcomes.



Blended Pre-K Guidelines
All students enrolled in a blended pre-K program must come to a 

school facility or location for in-person teacher-led instruction more 

than 50% of the instructional week. A blended school must have a 

facility or location for instruction for all or part of the coursework.

If this model is selected, describe in detail the weekly family 

engagement efforts of the program, recognizing and maximizing the 

family as one of the most influential teachers in the child’s learning 

experience.

Based on Virtual/Blended Model Guidelines and adapted for pre-K.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D-Uchd5vWAZ7X3zylHghyuPPYVYXDXfy/view?usp=share_link


COMPLETED APPLICATION DEADLINE

September 15, 2023
12:00 Noon, Hawaii Standard Time

Submitted in Share File OR MAILED hard-copy via U.S. Mail 
postmarked on or before the 12:00 Noon, Hawaiʻi Standard Time, 

September 15, 2023 deadline, that includes all required 
Attachments, signature or signatures; and formatted as required 

in Section X.C. Specifications



Nīnau?
Questions?


